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It is not uncommon in the State of 

Vermont and in other States for the 
temperatures to drop to 10 below zero 
or 20 below zero in the wintertime. 
When people do not have enough funds 
to heat their homes or their apart-
ments, serious problems arise. 

What I want to do is take a moment 
to read some comments my office has 
received from Vermonters all over the 
State who are trying desperately to 
stay warm this winter. 

Josie Crosby, 81 years of age, of 
Brattleboro, VT, said this: 

We will have money for one more tank. 
After that, I don’t know. 

That is a woman who is 81 years of 
age who has money for one more tank 
of oil. After that, she is not sure how 
they will stay warm in the winter. 

A 48-year-old from Orleans County in 
the northern part of our State wrote 
this: 

I was able to get 100 gallons of fuel last 
week, and for that I am grateful. The strug-
gle begins now on how to stretch that fuel as 
long as possible. I had to buy a portable elec-
tric heater to keep halfway warm while wait-
ing for fuel assistance. I don’t even want to 
see how high my electric bill will be. I am an 
honorably discharged disabled veteran and 
have limited funds. I have already slashed 
my food bill, so what goes next? My meds, 
my electric service, my home? 

That is from a disabled vet in the 
northern part of Vermont. 

A 59-year-old woman in central 
Vermont writes: 

I have been keeping my thermostat as low 
as I can ‘‘almost’’ tolerate. I bundle up in the 
house with several sweaters, and even a coat 
and hat at times. When company arrives, I 
am embarrassed at how ridiculous I probably 
appear. I am just barely squeaking through 
each month. I have made cuts everywhere 
possible, including food. 

Wendy Raven, 62, from Whitingham, 
VT, writes: 

I had to drag my bed out of my bedroom 
and put it in the living room, then close off 
the bedroom for the winter. I will have to eat 
even less than I do now in order to pay my 
fuel bills. I have done everything I can to 
button up the place, but now all I can do is 
pray I get through the winter without a bill 
so large it will again take me until next fall 
to pay it off. 

Is that where we are in the United 
States of America—that we force peo-
ple to live under those conditions? 

A 31-year-old woman from 
Bennington, VT, writes: 

We are now trying to stay warm by scrap-
ing up enough for a gallon or two of heating 
oil a week, and keeping the thermostat down 
very low. I turn the furnace off during the 
day when my child is in school and turn it on 
an hour before she gets home so that the 
house gets warm. We are hoping to qualify 
for crisis fuel assistance or we are in trouble, 
because there is nowhere to get the extra 
money needed to pay for the fuel, especially 
considering its continuously increasing cost. 
We have to choose what bills to pay each 
month and what ones not in order to put 
food on the table. 

In this great Nation, in the midst of 
a recession, in the midst of high unem-
ployment, in the midst of growing pov-
erty, we as the Senate must be very 
clear that nobody in this country is 

going to go cold this winter; that we 
are not going to pick up a paper in 
Maine or Rhode Island or Vermont or 
North Dakota and read that some sen-
ior citizen was found frozen to death. 
That is not what we are going to allow. 
That is why Senators JACK REED, 
OLYMPIA SNOWE, I, and many others are 
working hard so that at the very least 
we can level fund LIHEAP so that no-
body in our country goes cold this win-
ter. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 345—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON THE CLOSURE OF 
UMATILLA ARMY CHEMICAL 
DEPOT, OREGON 

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr. 
MERKLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 345 

Whereas, in December 2001, the National 
Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 
2002 (Public Law 107–107) was signed into law, 
which included authorization for a 2005 
round of defense base closure and realign-
ment (BRAC); 

Whereas, on February 16, 2004, Secretary of 
Defense Donald Rumsfeld included the clo-
sure of the Umatilla Army Chemical Depot, 
Oregon, as one of his recommendations for 
the 2005 round of defense base closure and re-
alignment; 

Whereas, on September 8, 2005, the Defense 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission, 
in its report making recommendations to the 
President, found that Secretary of Defense 
Rumsfeld’s assertion that the chemical de-
militarization mission at Umatilla would be 
complete by the 2nd quarter of 2011 was opti-
mistic, and wrote, ‘‘An examination of sta-
tus information for the depot’s mission com-
pletion and subsequent closure revealed that 
dates may slip beyond the 6-year statutory 
period for completion of BRAC actions.’’; 

Whereas, in that same report, the Defense 
Base Closure and Realignment Commission 
took the Secretary of Defense’s rec-
ommendation ‘‘Close Umatilla Chemical 
Depot, OR’’ and changed it to ‘‘On comple-
tion of the chemical demilitarization mis-
sion in accordance with treaty obligations, 
close Umatilla Chemical Depot, OR’’; 

Whereas, by doing so, the Defense Base 
Closure and Realignment Commission ac-
knowledged that the closure of Umatilla 
Army Chemical Depot would happen when 
the demilitarization mission is completed, 
even if that is after September 15, 2011; and 

Whereas Congress did not pass a joint reso-
lution of disapproval with respect to the 
Commission’s report, and the report and rec-
ommendations became law: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That, in light of the clear his-
tory, the Senate reiterates its original in-
tent and reaffirms its direction that the clo-
sure of the Umatilla Army Chemical Depot, 
Oregon, and subsequent management and 
disposal shall be carried out in accordance 
with procedures and authorities contained in 
the Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Act of 1990 (part A of title XXIX of Public 
Law 101–510; 10 U.S.C. 2687 note). 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
announce that the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions will meet in executive session on 
Wednesday, December 14, 2011, at 10 
a.m. in SD–430 to mark up the fol-
lowing: 

S. 1855, the Pandemic and All-Hazards Pre-
paredness Act Reauthorization of 2011; 

Wendy Spencer, to be Chief Executive Of-
fice of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service; 

Deepa Gupta, to be a member of the Na-
tional Council on the Arts; 

Christopher Merrill, to be a member of the 
National Council on the Humanities; 

Stephanie Orlando, to be a member of the 
National Council on Disability; 

Gary Blumenthal, to be a member of the 
National Council on Disability; and 

en bloc, one hundred and seventy-eight 
nominations to the Public Health Service. 

For further information regarding 
this meeting, please contact the com-
mittee on (202) 224–5375. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on De-
cember 7, 2011, at 2:30 p.m. in room 253 
of the Russell Senate Office Building. 

The Committee will hold a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Turning the Investigation on 
the Science of Forensics.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on December 7, 2011, at 10 a.m., in room 
215 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing, to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Drug Shortages: Why They Happen 
and What They Mean.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on December 7, 2011, at 9:30 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Homegrown 
Terrorism: The Threat to Military 
Communities Inside the United 
States.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on December 7, 2011, at 10 a.m., in 
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